
 

 

A SAMPLE LETTER TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE (JFC) WRITTEN 

BY JENNY PESHUT 

 

(Month) (Day) (Year) 

 

The Honorable Alberta Darling, Co-Chair 

Joint Committee on Finance 

317 East, State Capitol 

P.O. Box 7882 

Madison, WI 53707-7882 

 

The Honorable John Nygren, Co-Chair 

Joint Committee on Finance 

309 East, State Capitol 

P.O. Box 8953 

Madison, WI 53708-8953 

 

RE: GIB self-insurance model and Joint Committee on Finance (JFC) approval 

 

Dear Senator Darling and Representative Nygren: 

 

My name is Jenny Peshut and I am a University Staff employee at the University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee currently covered under WEA Trust, one of the health insurance plans insuring the 

Wisconsin State Employee and Wisconsin Public Employers group health programs under 

Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 40.  

 

I oppose the self-insurance negotiated contracts and ask that you not approve them for the 

following reasons. 

 

 The state of Wisconsin has one of the most competitive health insurance markets in the 

country, which is reflected in the Group Health Insurance Program (GHIP). 

 

 Insurers work with both local providers and the state to establish service areas that not 

only keep health care costs low, but also ensure high-quality, accessible care. 

 

 Wisconsin’s rate increases have remained well below the national average and our 

current model has saved Wisconsin taxpayers nearly $283 million over the last nine 

years. 

 

 In a self-insurance model, the state is responsible for the actual costs and liability of the 

health care covered employees receive. 

 

 The timing of this major undertaking, to shift the risk of health care costs and future cost 

increases from insurers to the state, is a matter of great concern. According to the two 

consultants GIB hired, self-insurance could save the state 60 million or cost the state 

more than 100 million. 



 

 

 The self-insurance model may require people to change physicians, and will disrupt 

localized, accessible health care networks. 

 

 We need to be concerned about job losses for the insurers excluded from the new system. 

Insurance companies would lose business - and elimante jobs - if they lose the state 

employee portion of their customer base.  

 

Again, I ask that you and the JFC not approve the GIB self-insurance negotiated contracts.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

SIGN YOUR NAME 

 

Jenny Peshut 

1428 E Capitol Drive #101 

Milwaukee, WI 53211 



 

 

TIPS FOR WRITING A LETTER TO A LEGISLATOR 
 

Use the proper salutation, for example: 

 

The Honorable (first name) (last name) 

Address 

Madison, WI. 53211 

 

Dear (Representative / Senator) (lastname) 

 

Be courteous and informative in your communication. 

 

State the purpose of the letter in the opening sentence and if you are referring to a bill, include 

the bill number, author and topic. 

 

If you live in the elected official’s district be sure to say this in the opening paragraph as well. 

Focus on the message and key points. Personalize the letter by including examples of how the 

legislation might impact you and your family. 

 

Keep the letter brief–not more than one page.  

 

Restate your request at the end of the letter, for example urging them to support or oppose the 

bill. Thank the legislator for his or her support and offer to address any questions that he or she 

might have. Be sure to include your contact information, and sign the letter. 

 

 

TIPS FOR SENDING AN E-MAIL TO A LEGISLATOR 

 

The same guidelines apply to e-mail as to written letters. Before sending an e-mail, you might 

want to call the legislator’s office and ask if a letter sent by e-mail is effective. If you do send an 

e-mail, send it to a Senator or a Representative. Do not copy other legislators or send a mass e-

mail. But in the case of sending to the Joint Finance Committee, send to both the Chairs, Senator 

Alberta Darling and Representative John Nygren. Make it a brief message with no special 

layouts or graphics. Do not include attachments. Include your full name and address so it is clear 

that you are a constituent, and ask for a response. You may also want to send a paper copy of 

your e-mail to the legislator. 

 

TIPS FOR MAKING A PHONE CALL TO A LEGISLATOR 

 

State your name and address and identify yourself as the legislator’s constituent. 

 

Briefly make known your position. You will often be speaking with a secretary or aide. They 

keep track of the issues that people call about to report to the legislator. Have your thoughts 

organized in advance, which will help you to keep the call brief and to the point. It is also very 

helpful to share how the issue affects you personally. Thank them for their support. 


